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The Journal of InveHigative Dermatology 72: 1 07 , 1979: 
A Guide to Drug Eruptions, The File of Adverse Reactions to 
the Skin, W. Bruinsma, Department of Dermatology, Free Univer-
sity, distributed by De Zwaluw, The Netherlands, in English, 1977. 
Dr. Bru insma has compiled a most useful reference on cutaneous 
reactions to drugs. His first volume was published by Excerpta Medica 
under the same title in 1973 and the current volume (number 2) is not 
merely a revision, but rather a cumulative issue representing the 
additional drug reaction literature since 1973 (about half the references) 
or that not included in the first volume (the other half of the references). 
Both volumes are important for their separate re ferences and a true 
drug reaction detective would want both volumes for the references. 
Some differences from the first volume include references listed in the 
tables as well as the textual references at the end of the chapter. This 
volume includes approximately 300 references on cutaneous reactions 
to drugs. The ftrs t vo lume conta ined about 200 references. The author 
indicates s ingle references that provide easy access to the literature. 
More than 90% of the references are from the U.S. literature but a 
section includes adverse reactions reported to the File on Adverse 
Reactions to the Skin, Department of Dermatology, Free University, 
Amsterdam. 
The current volume follows the same format as the first by providing 
sections on drug eruptions such as acne, a lopecia , pigmentary disorders, 
exanthems, exfoliative dermatoses, urticaria, eczema, photosensit ivity 
eruptions, lupus erythematosus, vascular reactions, purpura, porphyria, 
lichenoid, fixed-drug and vesico-bullous eruptions, erythema multi-
forme, toxic epidermal necrolysis and pruri tus. 
The book provides the practicing determatologist with easily acces-
sible data on adverse reactions re lated to the skin. The author states 
his intended purpose as a handbook and not to provide theory, although 
theory is briefly discussed in some sections such as the acneiform 
eruptions. S ubsequent volumes are projected every 3 yr. Another 
feature of the book is a list of drugs and a list of reactions forming an 
extremely accessible method of getting to the appropriate information. 
Also, most drugs are ranked according to the estimate of frequency of 
occurrence of reaction per oral dose administered for urticaria and 
exanthematous categories. They a re ranked as common (2% or greater 
frequency) down to rare or nonexistent (0.1 % or less). 
For the clinician, these 2 volumes may constitute the best compila-
t ion of the drug eruption literature. They are extremely easy to use, are 
inexpensive, and a good buy. 
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GET THE CURRENT GUIDE SIMPLY 
by sending your name and address to 
De Zwaluw, P.O. Box 21 Oosthuizen, The Netherlands. 
Enclose $ 15.- (postage included) 
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